
Assessment Task  
 
How a mixed economic system tries to solve the economic problem (Group activity) (LO1 
AS3) 
 
Read the information about South Africa’s mixed economy and do the brainstorm activity that 
follows. 
 

 
Today, very few countries have purely capitalist or market economies. Most economies are mixed 
economies. South Africa is also a mixed economy. A mixed economy is basically a market 
economy with some features of a planned economy. The government intervenes to some extent in 
the economy to help solve problems such as poverty and unemployment. A mixed economy has 
mainly private ownership, but some enterprises belong to the government, especially those that 
provide infrastructure. Examples are Telkom, Eskom and Transnet. 
 

 
Work in your groups and brainstorm ideas for solving the following economic problem in South 
Africa: unemployment. (Tip: You should first brainstorm the causes of unemployment.) Assess your 
own performance and contribution to the group. 
 
Self-assessment rubric: 
 
Criteria 
 

Outstanding  
 

Achieved 
 

Partially achieved 
 

Not achieved 
 

Causes of 
unemployment 
generated during 
brainstorming 

I contributed the 
most ideas in my 
group.  

I contributed as 
many ideas as 
everybody else.  

I contributed fewer 
ideas than others 
in my group. 

I could not 
contribute ideas.  

Solutions to the 
economic problem of 
unemployment 

I contributed the 
most ideas in my 
group.  

I contributed as 
many ideas as 
everybody else.  

I contributed fewer 
ideas than others 
in my group. 

I could not 
contribute ideas.  

Understanding of the 
causes of the 
economic problem of 
unemployment 

I can fully explain 
the causes of 
unemployment and 
why a solution to 
the problem is 
necessary. 

I understand the 
causes of 
unemployment and 
why a solution to 
the problem is 
necessary, but find 
it difficult to explain 
to others. 

I understand some 
of the causes of 
unemployment and 
that a solution to 
the problem is 
necessary, but I 
cannot explain it to 
others. 

I don’t understand 
the causes of 
unemployment but 
can see why a 
solution to the 
problem is 
necessary. I won’t 
be able to explain 
this to anybody. 

 
 


